Introduction
Immunotherapy has emerged as an important treatment strategy for patients with cancer. With several recent approvals by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA), cancer immunotherapy has become the latest addition to the toolbox of effective cancer treatments that includes chemotherapy, signal transduction inhibitors, anti-angiogenic agents, radiotherapy, and surgery.
Successful development and testing, regulatory approval and clinical application of cancer immunotherapies require the identification and validation of biomarkers of efficacy. The importance of reliable biomarkers to guide immune-based and personalized cancer therapies is clear. Biomarkers can aid in early disease diagnosis, help clinicians identify patients most likely to benefit from these expensive treatments, and facilitate drug discovery, development and biological/ clinical evaluation of cancer immunotherapies.
For over twenty-five years the Society for Immunotherapy of Cancer (SITC; formerly the International Society for Biological Therapy of Cancer, iSBTc) has advanced the science, development and application of biological therapy/immunotherapy of cancer. The society has long recognized the importance of biomarkers for cancer immunotherapy, which has been the focus of a number of SITC/iSBTc symposia and workshops [1] [2] [3] [4] [5] , and has published recommendations [6] and summaries [7] [8] [9] [10] .
To support the efforts of investigators involved in research to identify and validate biomarkers for cancer immunotherapy, the authors and members of the SITC Biomarkers Taskforce have identified key biomarker references and online resources and organized these into this SITC/iSBTc Cancer Immunotherapy Biomarkers Resource Document. This document provides an overview of suggested publications and resources for studies on biomarkers for cancer immunotherapy. This resource document is divided into two sections: Part I: Immunotherapy Biomarker References; and Part II: High Throughput and New Technologies for Biomarker Discovery: Arrays, Platforms, Tools for The Bench and Online Resources. While many important references and resources in the field are included in this document, it does not intend to represent an exhaustive list of all relevant publications, products or resources in the growing, and important field of immune biomarkers. A comprehensive list of online tools for bioinformatics and molecular biology research is available from the Bioinformatics Links Directory [11, 12] .
A draft of the present document was originally provided to attendees of the SITC/iSBTc Symposium on Immuno-Oncology Biomarkers, 2010 and Beyond: Perspectives from the iSBTc Biomarker Task Force [1], which was held September 30, 2010 at the National Institutes of Health in conjunction with the society's 25th Annual Meeting. Following the symposium, the draft document was posted on the society's website for open comment. The comments were reviewed by the authors and incorporated into this manuscript. The references and online resources are organized as outlined in Table 1 . 
Conclusion
Immune biomarkers are playing an increasingly important role in the successful development, clinical evaluation, and immune monitoring of cancer immunotherapies. The references, products and online resources in this Cancer Immunotherapy Biomarkers Resource Document were identified by the authors and the SITC/iSBTc Taskforce on Immunotherapy Biomarkers to support the discovery, evaluation and application of biomarkers for cancer immunotherapy. These selected references and links serve as a compass to point investigators to useful resources in this ever growing, and important field of cancer immunotherapy biomarkers. Emerging issues surrounding cancer immunotherapy biomarker discovery and clinical application will continue to be addressed in upcoming SITC Annual Meetings and Associated Programs [13] .
